
March 7, 2023 

 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m. All commissioners 
were in attendance as well as Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index. 

Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda, and noted that A/T Hanson 
had provided a new agenda with additions indicated in red due to the number of additions.  Additionally, 
Commissioner Hall asked to add discussion on the building acquisition question as well as an update on the 
courthouse building.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward was the approval of the minutes from the February 7th meeting.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   

Chairman Bommersbach then brought forward the minutes of the February 16th meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 16th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was the need for a special board meeting on March 14th, at 10 a.m. to have a closed 
session pursuant to M.S. 13D.03, Sub.1(b) to discuss and consider strategy for labor negotiations.  Following the 
closed session would be an open session to discuss Collective Bargaining Agreements with the Essential Sheriff’s 
Dept employees, Social Services Unit, and Highway Dept.  Following that would be a discussion on Non-union 
COLA/benefits.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to set a Special Meeting on March 14th at 10 a.m. with a 
closed session pursuant to M.S. 13D.03, Sub.1(b) to discuss and consider strategy for labor negotiations, followed 
by an open session to discuss the Collective Bargaining Agreements as well as non-union COLA and benefits.  
Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will get the Special Meeting posted, 
etc. 

The next item of business was a MOA Addendum to the Agreement between the University of Minnesota and 
Norman County for providing Extension programs locally.  A/T Hanson noted this MOA Addendum II to the 
Agreement between the University and Norman County would be to remove the summer intern program that was 
instituted in 2022 with the University due to the struggle to replace Extension county support staff.  This MOA 
Addendum would then remove the funding for a summer internship for 2023 and 2024.  Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to approve Addendum II to the Agreement between the University of Minnesota and Norman 
County for providing Extension programs locally and employing Extension support staff.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Next item of business was to pay the bills that were submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
pay the bills as submitted: 

Revenue - $31,704.96  E-911 - $14,130.27  Road & Bridge - $77,239.22 

Building - $5,156.74  Human Services - $7.24  County EDA - $300.00  

Public Health - $711.16  Solid Waste - $316.80  ARPA - $2,555.00 

TOTAL - $132,121.39  

Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

The next item of discussion was a request from Danny Janssen, Maintenance Supervisor, for a county credit card so 
that he might order parts/supplies online that he is not able to get locally.   After some discussion, Commissioner 
Lee made a motion to allow Danny to use the county credit card issued to Donna Hanson to pay for items needed 
to order online.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward was an Application for an Exempt Permit for Moving Flom Forward.  A/T Hanson 
explained that she had just received this the day before from Christina Lien, Clerk of Flom Township, stating that 
they have an LG220 Application for Exempt Permit each year before their annual dinner to enable them to have a 
raffle as a part of their event.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the LG220 Application for 
Exempt Permit for Moving Flom Forward.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The 
next item brought in connection with the Flom event, was an Application and Permit for a 1 Day Temporary 
Consumption and Display Permit.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to approve the 1-Day Temporary Permit.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:28 a.m. Liz Brainard, County Attorney, addressed the board with regards to the Law Library, and the possibility 
of culling any of the books.  Attorney Brainard stated that she had contacted the State Law Library Association and 
found that the state requires that in order to cull any books, we must have a site visit from the State Law Librarian 



and that this will require a $350 fee.  Attorney Brainard also stated that the State Librarian will be in the area this 
spring visiting Ottertail & Becker Counties, so it would be a good time to arrange a visit.  Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to pay the $350 fee to the State Law Library Association in order to have a visit from the State Law 
Librarian in an effort to cull some of the books from the Law Library.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   

Next, discussion was brought forward on the Building Inspector’s Report on the Hellerud Law Building.  Electrical 
issues were brought forward, along with the question on whether we should have an electrical inspection to see 
what would need to be done to bring it up to code.  The Building Committee was asked to have a master 
electrician provide an estimate on bringing the building up to code as a public building.   

Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, brought information forward on the benefits for relocating the Public Health Office, 
as well as the ability to use some COVID funds for some renovation of the anticipated clinical space.  Director Kjono 
noted that it would be helpful if they could access the building again to make measurements in order to see how 
they may be able to lay out clinical space, etc. in the building and what it would cost to renovate for their needs.   

Commissioners asked the Building Committee to get some cost estimates for electrical upgrades, water heater, 
etc. and bring back to the board, possibly at the next meeting.   

At 10:00 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, joined the board meeting via ZOOM from the Metro area.  After 
some technical difficulties, we were able to hear Engineer Berndt.  The first item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was 
Congressionally Directed Funding and an application for the West Central Water Supply Project.  Engineer Berndt 
noted that current federal infrastructure legislation provides opportunities for funding in a number of areas 
including clean water supply funding.  The MN Congressional Delegation members are accepting applications for 
Fiscal Year 2024 funding until March 10, 2023.  Pending formation of the West Central Water District, Engineer 
Berndt recommended that Norman County complete the funding application to Senator Klobuchar to request $24 
Million for the first phase of the project.  Engineer Berndt requested authorization to allow him to submit the 
application for Congressionally Directed Funding for the West Central Water Supply Project on behalf of Norman 
County.  Attorney Brainard commented that she has been doing some research on Congressionally Directed 
Funding and would suggest that the application also be submitted to Senator Smith and Representative Fischbach 
along with Senator Klobuchar.  The board members agreed with this idea.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 
to allow Engineer Berndt to move forward on submitting the application for Congressionally Directed Funding.  
Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on the agenda was a county highway budget update.  Engineer Berndt noted that a Highway 
Committee meeting was held on March 2nd.  Amongst topics discussed was the highway budget.  Engineer Berndt 
noted some of the reasons for the shortfall in their fund, noting expenditures were over budget in 2022 due to 
inflation as well as some unexpected repairs, etc and they had a number of receivables they are expecting in 
March/April of 2023.  Engineer Berndt also noted that Commissioner Jacobson would provide a report from the 
committee.   

The next item of discussion was the 10 percent Harvest Permit with Engineer Berndt noting that this was a topic of 
discussion at the Highway Committee meeting.  He noted that there are pros and cons of permitting the 10% 
overload permits, and he feels the advantages outweigh the disadvantages.  He also noted that beet harvest is 6 
months away, so they did not need to act on this at this time.  Chairman Bommersbach asked if there was 
someone from DOT who could come in to explain the overweight permit.  Commissioners asked Bob Ramstad, 
Supervisor of County Infrastructure, his thoughts on the overload permits.  Mr. Ramstad stated that he was not in 
favor of the permits, and felt that it would be beneficial to have someone from MnDOT to come to a future board 
meeting.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was an update on legislative efforts, noting that he was continuing to 
participate in efforts to provide information and influence State Legislators to support increased funding for 
transportation.  He noted that while the state is experiencing record budget surplus, the Highway Users Fund has 
decreased at a time when the cost of building and maintaining roads is experiencing double digit inflation.  
Engineer Berndt stated that he had attending Transportation Day at the Capitol on March 1st with other members 
of the MN Transportation Alliance.   

Engineer Berndt also had a good news item for the commissioners, noting that he was recently notified that 
Norman County was selected to receive a $750,000 Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grant to 
construct safety improvements to the intersection of CSAH 24, 63 and 163.  The funds are for Fiscal Year 2026, so 
they can be accessed in 2025 or 2026.   

The question of the FireFrost Trail bills was brought forward again, as Engineer Berndt was going to check into this.  
Engineer Berndt stated that they had received a MN DNR Off Highway Vehicle grant, and if we get the bills paid, 
we can submit copies to Liz to submit to DNR for reimbursement, as this is a reimbursement grant.   

At 10:36 a.m. Ben Fall, Norman County Sheriff, addressed the board with regard to a Communications Facility 
Lease between the State of Minnesota, acting through its Commissioner of Transportation, as empowered by M.S. 
174.70, Subd. 2, to enter into agreements to permit non-state-owned communications equipment on MnDOT 



owned communications towers, land, buildings or other structures under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of 
Transportation.  Sheriff Fall would like to enter into a communications facility lease for tower space for one (1) 
microwave antenna placed on the “Ada Tower” located at 2049 Highway 200, Ada, MN, County of Norman, 
Minnesota.  The lease would be at a rate of $300 per year for a term of 10 years, commencing March 1, 2023, and 
continuing through February 28, 2033.  Sheriff Fall proposed a resolution authorizing himself to sign on behalf of 
Norman County Sheriff’s Office to the terms of the MnDOT Communications Facility Lease.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-07-2023-1, A Resolution Authorizing Norman County Sheriff, Ben Fall, to 
sign on behalf of the Norman County Sheriff’s Office to the terms of the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) Communications Facility Lease.  Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and on roll call 
vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  

The next item brought forward by Sheriff Fall, was a request from Matt Wagner, Chief Deputy, that to fulfill the 
duties of Chief Deputy Sheriff of the Norman County Sheriff’s Office he be allowed a four (4) year General Leave of 
Absence from his position as a Deputy Sheriff effective February 17, 2023.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve the request of Matt Wagner for a four (4) year General Leave of Absence from his position as a Deputy 
Sheriff.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Sheriff Fall’s agenda was an update on vehicles, noting that they have received two 2023 Dodge 
pickups thru the Enterprise Leasing Agreement.  Sheriff Fall noted that they would have the 2005 Chevy Avalanche, 
which was originally a forfeited vehicle for sale or trade, and the 2013 Ford Expedition with 160,000 miles on it for 
sale or trade.  Sheriff Fall was asked if he had any idea what the vehicles were worth.  He noted he would come 
back with estimates for sale, and then the board can decide if they want to sell outright, or through the lease 
program.   

The next item on Sheriff Fall’s agenda was the security cameras, noting that they had done a walk around of the 
building and noted an issue of additionally needed cameras, such as the Social Services lobby, and the Social 
Services SW entrance into their offices.  No action taken at this time.  

The next item brought forward by Sheriff Fall was a resolution accepting donations to the Norman County Sheriff’s 
Office K-9 Program on behalf of a Memorial made in honor of late Norman County Sheriff, Jeremy Thornton.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 03-07-2023-2, A Resolution Accepting Donations to the Norman 
county Sheriff’s Office K-9 Program.  Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution 
was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

 Sheriff Fall also provided a monthly report for January 2023 to the board which consisted of 168 total calls for 
service as well as 347 total 911 calls received.  The board was appreciative for the report.   

The next item on Sheriff Fall’s agenda was that he had been in contact with an individual on writing a grant for 
body cameras, partnering the grant application with the City of Ada and City of Twin Valley.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to allow Sheriff Fall to move forward with the grant application, hiring a grant writer to assist.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Sheriff Fall also noted that he and Carolyn are looking at the fee schedule for the Sheriff’s Office, and that the 
Dispatch Center is coming along nicely.  He also noted that the full-time dispatcher is in the 3rd week of training 
and the part-time dispatcher will be starting soon.   

At 11:05 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break.   

At 11:13 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting back to order with Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director and Kim 
Myers, Wellness Coordinator, addressed the board with information on the Norman County Opioid Settlement 
Funds with a background on the Opioid Crisis, including the deceptive marketing and overuse of opioids.  Director 
Kjono noted that over a period of 18 years, Norman County should receive $241,460.24 from the first settlement 
agreements, with additional settlements in the process.  Director Kjono and Ms. Myers noted that there are key 
areas in which to spend these funds, and they are looking to set up an Advisory Council with a broad spectrum of 
representation in its members, from the legal/professional fields, human services, primary care, veteran services, 
law enforcement, treatment, education, a community member with lived experience, corrections, recovery, 
addiction medicine, local municipality member, public health, Board of Commissioners, EMS, and a community 
member disproportionally affected.  Investment Areas of Prevention, Treatment & Recovery, Harm Reduction and 
Criminal Justice were brought into the discussion as well as Core Abatement Strategies.  Director Kjono and Ms. 
Myers requested approval to release/advertise the Advisory Council Application.  Once apps are received, they will 
present and request approval of the Advisory Council applicants to the County Board for approval.  Once the 
Advisory Council has been set, then they can begin monthly meetings to move forward with how they should best 
use the opioid funds.  Approval was given to release/advertise the Advisory Council application to form an Opioid 
Settlement Advisory Council.   

Chairman Bommersbach asked Director Kjono with regard to the THC/cannabis products sales, and her take on 
what the county should do, should they create an ordinance regulating this?  Director Kjono wasn’t sure what they 
wanted to do.  After some discussion, Attorney Brainard suggested that the board wait until the end of the 
legislative session as she feels this may get fixed on the state level.   



At 11:38 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with a request to purchase equipment from gCariveau & 
Associates in the amount of $250.00.  This would be two laptops that have county information stored on them, so 
that the county could access this information.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow David Stene, CFO, to 
purchase equipment from gCariveau & Associates for the agreed upon amount of $250.00.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:42 a.m. Ron Visser, Manager, Riverview Dairy, addressed the board with regard to the application they had 
submitted to the State of Minnesota, MPCA, for a second dairy in Waukon Township, that would be 21,000 head, 
noting that they had run into resistance from the White Earth Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe and had 
decided to rescind its permit applications at this time.   

Following discussion with Mr. Visser, the board thanked him for coming to update the board on the current 
happenings.   

At the close of the meeting, David Stene, CFO, noted that he has scheduled his knee surgery for May 1st.   

At 12 noon, seeing there was nothing more before the board, Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting.  

 

 

____________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Steven Bommersbach, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer  

      

 

 


